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Abstract:

The aim of this study was comparing the viewpoint of climbers and environmental
assessment experts on field of environmental impact of climbing sport in Tochal that contains
impacts on physical environment, biological, economical, social and cultural environment.
This study is a kind of operative researches. Statistical population of this research contains
climbers that climbing at Tochal and environmental experts that they are professional on
environmental impact assessment. Volume of sample was equal to 382 people that method of
sampling was simple random and also a 5 member group of experts was selected by
purposive sampling method. According to research statements, aims, research type and
questions, documented and library studying was used and also Leopold matrix assessment
method by applying questionnaire was used. Validity of the questionnaire was approved
based on expert's comments and its reliability was calculated by Cronbach's alpha equal to
0.836. In this study according to Kolmogorov—-Smirnov test used from parametric and
nonparametric tests in 95 percent level and used from SPSS ver.20 for analyze data.

Results illustrated that is not difference between comments of two study groups and they
assessed negative overall impacts but in impact factors assessment is difference between two
groups, experts assessed physical and biological impacts negative and assessed economical
and social-cultural impacts positive, but climbers assessed physical and biological and

economical impacts negative and assessed only social-cultural impacts positive.

Keywords: Assessment, Environmental Impacts, climbing, mountains, Leopold, Tochal
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